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JU RIS DIC TIONAL NEWS

New NCWM Ex ec u tive Di rec tor and NTEP
Ad min is tra tor An nounce ment from 

Judy Cardin, NCWM Chairman

I am happy to an nounce that ef fec tive Oc to ber 1, 2008,
Don Onwiler will be our new Ex ec u tive Di rec tor, and Jim
Truex our new NTEP Ad min is tra tor. Both gen tle men
bring ex cep tional ded i ca tion, in teg rity, knowl edge and
ex pe ri ence to their po si tions, and they will work closely
with our cur rent man age ment com pany to fa cil i tate a
smooth tran si tion.  Please join me in wel com ing Don and
Jim.  They will be a great team, work ing to im prove the
value, ef fec tive ness, and ef fi ciency of NCWM.

As of Oc to ber 1st, NCWM's head quar ters of fice will be 
lo cated in Lin coln, Ne braska, and will be staffed by Don,
and two NCWM em ploy ees. Don will be gin full time
work on the new of fice and the tran si tion on May 1.  Jim
Truex will op er ate from a home of fice in Ohio, and will
start full time work on the tran si tion by July.  

Don and Jim will both at tend the NCWM An nual Meet -
ing in Burlington, Ver mont this July.  They will ap pre ci -
ate greet ings and com ments from our mem ber ship!

Please see the link on our homepage (http://www.
ncwm.net) for more in for ma tion and watch for the May
NCWM news let ter and An nual Meet ing re port for more
in for ma tion on the im prove ments we are plan ning.

Let me know if you have ques tions or com ments.
Judy.Cardin@wi.gov

GEORGIA

As the price of gas goes up, so goes the num ber of com -
plaints. If you don’t think this is true ask some of your
fuel in spec tors that are go ing on fuel com plaints in your
state. As we have seen the rise of fuel cost so have we seen 
the rise of ev ery thing else as so ci ated with the ris ing fuel
cost.  In the State of Geor gia we have been bom barded
with an ever in crease of mad con sum ers about pumps

jump ing, wrong ad ver tis ing on road signs and a widely
pub li cized in ci dent in the south part of the state deal ing
with a num ber of sta tions set ting fuel pumps on the mi nus
to cheat con sum ers.  This sit u a tion has us rethinking and
re de sign ing how we in spect fuel es tab lish ments.

We have filled some field po si tions in the fuel sec tion in 
the last few months. We have pro moted fuel in spec tor,
Glen Price to Field Su per vi sor over Mid dle Geor gia.  To
fill his po si tion we have hired Don McCranie from East -
man,Ga.  We re gret to in form ev ery body that one of our
Fuel Cal i bra tion In spec tors, Jeff Da vis died from a heart
at tack last month dur ing the week end.  His re place ment
was Tracy Da vis, a for mer re tail fuel in spec tor in South
Geor gia.  Tracy Da vis’ job has been posted and will be
filled as soon as pos si ble.

We have also lost a re tired fuel lab em ployee, Ann
Joyce who lost her life to pan creas can cer two weeks ago.

Some other per son nel changes have been the pro mo tion 
of Marvin Pound to Train ing Of fi cer in Fuel and Mea -
sures. Tara Quesada has been re lo cated to the Fuel Lab to
help with the in creas ing work load.  We have re cently
filled a metro At lanta fuel po si tion with Mr. Elroy Carey.
Elroy has been a well needed in spec tor in the At lanta area
to help with the in creas ing num ber of sta tions be ing built.

In the Weights Sec tion we have just re cently sent Dale
Gann to Lou is ville, KY for a SEMAP meet ing. Dale in -
sists that he learned a great deal from the meet ing.  We re -
cently had one of our lab tech niques to leave and go to
Texas to fol low up his job ca reer. We are hop ing that Dale
can get this po si tion filled due to the heavy work load we
are re ceiv ing at the weights lab.  We have one of our Small 
Weights In spec tor’s, Jim Duffy who is tak ing a leave ab -
sence to go to work with a con trac tor in Af ghan i stan.  We
wish him the best of luck in this en deavor with a bold trip
to the Mid dle East. 

The money is tight, but we have man aged to get a few
new ve hi cles to re place the older ones that are worn out. 
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MARYLAND

On Feb ru ary 27 through 29, we pro vided a three day
train ing school for our staff.  The first day fo cused on test -
ing liq uid pack ages with five dif fer ent com mod ity sta -
tions rang ing from milk to soda.  The re main ing days
in cluded NIST class room train ing by Ken Butcher, Lisa
Warfield and Dave Sefcik on price ver i fi ca tion and field
train ing on price ver i fi ca tion ap pli ca tion at two re tail lo -
ca tions.

 Mary land has con firmed through an in ves ti ga tion
based on a con sumer com plaint a sec ond gas sta tion not
de liv er ing the proper amount of prod uct and im me di ately
placed the dis penser out of ser vice.  Our in ves ti ga tion
ver i fied a pe riod of use for this dis penser and all par ties
that may be en ti tled to a re im burse ment.  As a re sult, six
in di vid ual trans ac tions to tal ing $178.78 will re ceive res -
ti tu tion pay ments.

The fol low ing is a list of Mary land firms that were
found in vi o la tion of Mary land Weights & Mea sures
Laws and were as sessed a civil pen alty:

On Jan u ary 22, 2008, we re ceived $2000.00 for a civil
pen alty (3rd vi o la tion) as sessed to Gi ant Food # 357,
Bethesda, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed for short
weight pack ages.

On Feb ru ary 1, 2008, we re ceived $750.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed to Shop per’s Food Ware house Store #
2656, Wheaton, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed for
short weight pack ages.

On Feb ru ary 19, 2008, we re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty as sessed to Snow Hill Food, Snow Hill, MD.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed due to price ver i fi ca tion vi o la -
tions.

On March 3, 2008, we re ceived $500.00 for a civil pen -
alty as sessed to Safeway # 4964, Sil ver Spring, MD.  The
civil pen alty was as sessed for short weight pack ages.

On March 28, 2008, we re ceived $500.00 for a civil
pen alty (2nd vi o la tion) as sessed to Bay Ace Hard ware,
Ris ing Sun, MD.  The civil pen alty was as sessed due to
price ver i fi ca tion vi o la tions.

On March 29, 2008, our an nual Mary land De part ment
of Ag ri cul ture Open House was held.  The Open House
fea tured ex hib its and dem on stra tions through out the de -
part ment.  This pro vides us with a venue to in form the
pub lic what we do and how it ef fects their lives on daily
ba sis.

In clos ing, Mary land Weights and Mea sures staff
would like to con grat u late Don Onwiler as the new
NCWM Ex ec u tive Di rec tor and Jim Truex as the NTEP
Ad min is tra tor.  This of fice is look ing for ward to work ing
with both in di vid u als in their new ca pac i ties.  

NORTH CAROLINA

Mea sure ment Sec tion
Spring is here!  Folks are out work ing in their yards and

farm ers are get ting ready to plant their fields. This is the
time of the year when the ma jor ity of fer til izer, mulch,
pot ting soil and bark is be ing sold. We have al most com -
pleted our fer til izer, bark, pot ting soil and mulch in spec -
tions. Sev eral thou sand bags of fer til izer, bark and mulch
were re jected state wide, but still we were sat is fied with
our re sults com pared to years in the past.  It seems as if
most lo ca tions now have their own qual ity con trol pro -
grams and are do ing a much better job of mon i tor ing their
prod ucts for cor rect net con tent.

Scan ning er rors are still one of our main con cerns, but
we are find ing on our re turn vis its the failed over charge
re jec tion rate is much less than it has been in the past.  We
have been do ing more re turn vis its to lo ca tions that have
been is sued civil pen al ties and it seems that we may have
got ten their at ten tion by the de creased num ber of scans
ex ceed ing a 2% over charge er ror rate.  

We have had sev eral changes to our in spec tion staff
since our last let ter.  Arlene Snow has been strug gling
with back and other heath is sues since Feb ru ary of last
year.  She has fought to re turn to work, but her health just
would not al low her to do so.  She has gone out on long
term dis abil ity as of April 6th.  Tommy Mears is our new
Gas and Oil In spec tor in the Winston-Sa lem area and Da -
vid Lynch and Denny Hailey have filled the va cant Dual
Role Po si tions (Weights and Mea sures and Gas and Oil)
in the Frank lin County and Morehead City ar eas. With
these ad di tions we are be fully staffed.  Let’s hope ev ery -
one can stay healthy and we can meet our goals this year.

Mo tor Fu els Sec tion
The Gas o line & Oil In spec tion Board re cently ap -

proved a tem po rary rule change in our spec i fi ca tions for
eth a nol blends. The T50 dis til la tion spec i fi ca tion was
changed from a min i mum of 70ºC (158º F) to 66ºC (150º
F) and the T V/L spec i fi ca tion was waived. The Mo tor Fu -
els Lab be gan par tic i pa tion in ASTM’s Biodiesel sam ple
ex change pro gram. The per ma nent rule, which in cluded
up dates and changes to other parts of the reg u la tions as
well, was ap proved by the Gas o line & Oil In spec tion
Board in late March will be on the May agenda of the
Rules Re view Com mis sion. Once the tem po rary rule was
in place, we be gan to see an in crease in the num ber of lo -
ca tions sell ing E10.  

Den nis Perry, a for mer weights and mea sures in spec tor
has re turned to the de part ment as a cou rier driver for the
Mo tor Fu els Lab. In ter views have just be gun for our va -
cant Chem ist po si tion in the lab. Becky Coleman had
moved form that po si tion to re turn to her for mer field
chem ist po si tion.
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This year the lab is par tic i pat ing in ASTM’s Biodiesel
sam ple ex change pro gram. We now are ca pa ble of per -
form ing sev eral dif fer ent tests on biodiesel and it now
seems this money is better spent than it would have been
in pre vi ous years.

LP-Gas Sec tion
In Jan u ary, we hired two new LP-Gas site in spec tors,

Randy Renfrow and Carlton Spruill.  Carlton was a re -
place ment for an in spec tor who re signed this past fall.
Randy’s was a newly-cre ated po si tion this bud get year.
We now have five site in spec tors and three truck in spec -
tors.

Our LP-Gas En gi neer par tic i pated in the Na tional Pro -
pane Gas As so ci a tion Tech nol ogy, Stan dards, & Safety
Com mit tee meet ing on March 2-5 in Aus tin, TX.  While
there, in ad di tion to the nor mal busi ness of this com mit -
tee, he had a chance to meet with the Texas LP-Gas ad -
min is tra tor, visit his of fices, and dis cuss some of the finer
points of both of their in spec tion pro grams.

We have filed to make changes to our LP-Gas Reg u la -
tions to up date them and to cor rect a prob lem with the
way LP-Gas Code deals with a pro pane dis penser on a
multi-fuel is land. We now have a lo ca tion with a pro pane
dis penser and gas o line dis pens ers on the same is land
which, at pres ent, is not sub ject to in spec tion by any
agency due to the way the LP-Gas Code and N.C. laws
and reg u la tions are worded. 

Stan dards Lab
Cliff, Van, Tal, and Ger ald all at tended SEMAP in

Lou is ville, Ken tucky. By all ac counts, Ja son did an ex -
cel lent job host ing the meet ing. The train ing of fered was
very ben e fi cial to the lab o ra tory. In ad di tion to a fo cus on
mass cal i bra tion, train ing pre sented by NIST spe cif i cally
tar geted lab o ra tory needs ob served dur ing the 2008
Weights and Mea sures Di vi sion rec og ni tion sub mit tals.
As al ways, it was very ben e fi cial to share ex pe ri ences
with the other labs both dur ing for mal pre sen ta tions and
in for mal dis cus sions af ter hours. A so lu tion to a prob lem
or a les son learned once and shared is much more ef fi -
cient than ev ery body suf fer ing through their own per -
sonal school of hard knocks. 

Train ing will con tinue as Cliff and Van at tend a week
of NIST Qual ity Man age ment Sys tems train ing fol lowed
by a week of Ad vanced Mass class room and hands on
train ing in early July. They will also de liver our 500 lb
pri mary mass stan dards to NIST for cal i bra tion. 

L.F. has ac cepted the la bo ri ous task of at tend ing the
West ern Re gional Mea sure ment As sur ance Pro gram
(WRAP) meet ing in May – in Ho no lulu, Ha waii. We’re
sure L.F. will bring back (as sum ing he does come back)
much in for ma tion from con tin ued dis cus sions on pro fi -
ciency test ing, work on a pa per cov er ing the his tory of the 
State Lab o ra tory Pro gram, and fa cil ity de sign ideas from

the new Ha wai ian State Me trol ogy Lab o ra tory. That’s in
ad di tion to the train ing cov ered dur ing the meet ing. Our
thanks go out to Mr. Mi chael Tang for the in vi ta tion and
we just hope L.F. leaves his grass skirt be hind. 

L.F. is check ing his e-mail daily for the first “baby pic -
tures” of our new Sar to rius CCR-10-1000 ro botic mass
com para tor from Ger many. Ap par ently she (yes, Sharon
in sisted on a girl) has not opened her eyes yet since the
folks in Ger many have prom ised to send pic tures as soon
as she does. We have pre pared the nurs ery… I mean the
small mass lab by re plac ing the door to al low for the 900
mm clear ance (the old door was 897 mm) needed to move
the ro bot into the room. Other ac com plish ments at the lab
in clude be gin ning the en clo sure of the LP gases cal i bra -
tion shed to add stor age space for equip ment and sup plies. 
It will be re ally nice to fi nally have a place to store our 30
kg Transmetrics bal ance un til it is truly a valu able an tique
that we can sell on eBay!

TENNESSEE

We con tinue to re ceive an ever in creas ing num ber of
con sumer com plaints on mo tor fuel dis pens ers and fuel
qual ity due to the re cent surge in fuel prices and I am con -
fi dent this trend will con tinue.  We have also  re ceived nu -
mer ous re quests from both TV and print me dia for
dis penser and fuel qual ity re lated data.

Ed Coleman, Pe tro leum Ad min is tra tor, con tin ues to
de vote a sig nif i cant amount of time work ing with pro duc -
ers, dis trib u tors, and re tail ers of al ter na tive fuel.  Mr. Jeff
Under wood be gan work this month un der Ed Coleman as
a Weights and Mea sures In spec tor and will be re spon si ble 
for test ing LPG and bulk fuel me ters in Mid dle Ten nes -
see.  Jeff co mes to us with sig nif i cant ex pe ri ence in in -
stall ing and cal i brat ing me ters with a ser vice agency in
Florida.

Ken Wilmoth, Me trolo gist, re cently at tended the
SEMAP meet ing in Lou is ville, KY. and re ported that the
ses sion was very in for ma tive with very timely pre sen ta -
tions by both NIST per son nel and fel low state
metrologists.      

Fi nally, con grat u la tions are in or der to Jim Truex and
Don Onweiler on their re spec tive ap point ments to po si -
tions with the Na tional Con fer ence on Weights and Mea -
sures.  They have gained the re spect of their peers and
oth ers over the years by their ex pe ri ence, pro fes sion al -
ism, and in teg rity.  
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Con tact SWMA
The SWMA News let ter is pub lished quar terly.  An nual dues are $25.  Mem ber ship in qui ries should be di rected to:

   N. Da vid Smith,  SWMA Sec re tary-Trea surer     NC De part ment of Ag ri cul ture & Con sumer Ser vices

   1001 Mail Ser vice Cen ter Ra leigh, NC 27699-1001     Phone: 919-733-2113   Ext. 223       Fax:  919-733-0026
   E-Mail: Da vid.Smith@NCMail.net   www.swma.org

News may be sub mit ted to:
   SWMA     1904 Mis sion Road, Bir ming ham, AL 35216    E-mail:  wdbrasher@charter.net

SWMA News let ter

1904 Mis sion Road

Bir ming ham, AL 35216




